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Part 1
Questions 1-5
For each question, choose the correct answer.

1 A. Oscar has already bought all the ingredients except
cheese.

B. Oscar wants to know what kind of cheese to buy for
the pasta.

C. Oscar needs someone to help him cook the meal 
this evening.

2 A. Alice will wait until 7:30 to hear whether her friend is
coming.

B. Alice has already reserved a place at a restaurant.

C. Alice wants to know if her friend prefers a different 
restaurant.

3
A. Guests can eat breakfast later on Saturdays and 
Sundays.

B. Breakfast is not available on weekday mornings.

C. Guests are welcome to take food back to their 
rooms.
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4 A. You will have to pay if you cancel on the day 
of the appointment.

B. You can change your appointment up to the 
day before without any charge.

C. The dentist is asking you to confirm that you 
will attend on Friday.

5 A. The biscuits must be kept in a fridge 
after the packet is opened.

B. The biscuits should not be eaten after 
the middle of September.

C. You should put the biscuits in a sealed 
container after opening.
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Part 2
Questions 6-10

The people below all want to watch a film.

On the opposite page there are descriptions of eight films showing this week.

Decide which film would be the most suitable for each person.

6. Michael wants to take his two children, aged 9 and 12, to see a film on Saturday afternoon. 
He is looking for something the whole family can enjoy together. The children get bored easily, so the 
film needs to be fast-moving and entertaining. He would prefer something with a positive message.

7. Leila is a university student who loves old films. She is particularly interested in cinema from the 
1960s and 1970s. She doesn't mind subtitles, as she enjoys films from different countries. She is free
on weekday evenings and has a limited budget.

8. Dev and his friends are looking for something to do on Friday night. They want a film that is funny, 
and they enjoy clever dialogue more than silly jokes. They would like to go somewhere they can eat 
afterwards without travelling far. One of them uses a wheelchair.

9. Ana is a secondary school teacher who wants to take her GCSE history class on a cinema trip. 
The film needs to connect to topics they have studied, such as World War II or the Cold War. It must 
be suitable for fifteen-year-olds. She needs a screening during school hours.

10. Hassan wants to see something on Sunday evening that will stay with him afterwards. He enjoys 
films that make him think deeply about life. He does not mind slow storytelling, as long as the 
characters feel real. He is happy to watch films from any country.
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A. The Last Letter
A powerful drama set in rural Japan in the 1950s. When a young woman receives a letter from a 
stranger, she is forced to confront a family secret that changes everything. Beautifully acted and 
filmed, this is a quiet, thoughtful story about memory and forgiveness. Japanese with English 
subtitles. Rated 12A. Screens daily at 5 p.m. and 8 p.m. Tickets £9, students £6.

B. Mission: Impossible Again
The latest entry in this long-running action series. A retired agent is pulled back into duty when an old 
enemy reappears. Packed with chase scenes, explosions and narrow escapes. Critics say it is 
entertaining but not very original. Rated 12A. Screens daily at 2 p.m., 5 p.m. and 8 p.m. Tickets £11, 
children £8. Running time: 2 hours 20 minutes.

C. The Long Walk Home
A historical drama based on true events during the Berlin airlift of 1948. When the city is cut off, an 
ordinary pilot makes an extraordinary decision to help those in need. Educational resources are 
available for schools. Rated 12A. Special school screenings available Monday to Friday at 10:30 a.m.
with group discounts. Public screenings daily at 6 p.m. Tickets £10, school groups £5 per student.

D. Saturday Morning Kids' Club
This week: a colourful animated adventure about a robot who dreams of becoming a chef. Light-
hearted and full of songs, with a simple story suitable for very young viewers. Rated U. Saturdays 
only at 10 a.m. Tickets £4 per person, accompanying adults go free. Running time: 70 minutes. The 
cinema café opens at 9 a.m. for snacks and drinks.

E. Talk of the Town
A sharp, witty comedy about two rival journalists who are forced to share an office. The dialogue is 
fast and full of clever humour. Set in modern-day London. Rated 15. Screens Friday and Saturday at 
6 p.m. and 9 p.m. The cinema is fully wheelchair accessible and shares a building with a popular 
pizza restaurant. Tickets £10.

F. The Garden of Evening
A gentle, slow-paced film about an elderly couple who spend one final summer in their beloved 
garden. Shot over a full year, the film captures the changing seasons and quiet moments of 
reflection. A deeply emotional experience, but not one for viewers who prefer action. German with 
English subtitles. Rated PG. Screens daily at 4 p.m. and 7 p.m. Tickets £9, students £6.50.

G. Chase the Horizon
An animated family film about a young girl who builds a flying machine and sets off to find a lost city. 
Full of colour, humour and adventure, with a strong message about believing in yourself. The pace is 
quick, and there are jokes for adults as well as children. Rated PG. Screens daily at 11 a.m., 2 p.m. 
and 4:30 p.m. Tickets £10, children £7.

H. Midnight in Paris: Director's Cut
A restored version of a classic 1964 French comedy about a group of friends who get lost on a road 
trip. Filled with visual jokes and charming performances. French with English subtitles. Screens 
Monday to Thursday at 6:15 p.m. This is a limited run, so booking is advised. Tickets £8, students 
£5.50. The cinema is a short walk from several restaurants and cafés.
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Part 3
Questions 11-15

For each question choose the correct answer.

When the Lights Went Out

Nobody noticed the streetlamp at first. It was one of dozens along the main road, an old cast-iron 
thing that had stood there for over a century. The council had announced plans to replace the entire 
row with modern lighting, and residents had been informed of the plan, but most people had more 
pressing things to worry about. The letter sat unread on kitchen tables across the neighbourhood.

Anna Malik, however, did read the letter. She was a photographer who had moved into the area three
years earlier, and she had spent those three years documenting the streets around her home. She 
knew every detail: the cracked paving stone outside the bakery, the faded sign above the barber 
shop, the particular shade of green that the old streetlamps turned in rainy weather. To her, these 
were not just objects. They were the character of the place.

The council's plan was efficient and sensible. The new lights would be brighter, cheaper to run, and 
better for the environment. Nobody could reasonably argue against that. But Anna felt a quiet sense 
of loss as the removal date approached. She decided to photograph each of the old lamps before 
they disappeared. She started at the top of the road and worked her way down, capturing them in 
different lights: early morning mist, afternoon sunshine, and the soft glow of dusk.

Word spread about what she was doing. A neighbour stopped her on the street and asked if she 
could take a picture of him standing next to the lamp outside his house. He explained that his 
grandfather had helped install the original lights back in the 1920s. Another neighbour told her that 
she had got engaged under the fourth lamp, the one near the postbox. A third remembered walking 
home from a school dance and stopping under the same lamp to look at the stars.

By the time the council arrived to begin the work, Anna had taken over two hundred photographs. 
She had also collected dozens of stories, which she wrote down in a notebook. An idea began to 
form. With help from a local printer, she produced a small book combining the images with the 
stories. There was no plan to make money off of it - she simply wanted people to have a record of 
something that was about to vanish.

The book sold out within a week. A second printing sold out too. The local newspaper ran a story 
about it. At a community meeting, the council agreed to keep two of the original lamps in place, 
restored and fitted with energy-saving bulbs. Anna had not set out to change anything. She had 
simply paid attention when others looked away. But in doing so, she had reminded a whole street of 
what it meant to share a place.

        https://engexam.info/b1-preliminary-pet-practice-tests/ – PET (B1 Preliminary) Practice Tests

https://engexam.info/b1-preliminary-pet-practice-tests/


PET (B1 Preliminary) Reading Test 5  Page 6

11. What does the text say about the council's letter?

A. Most residents did not understand what it was about.

B. It was delivered too late for people to respond.

C. It was ignored by the majority of people who received it.

D. It asked residents to vote on a design for the new lights.

12. Why did Anna feel differently about the streetlamps compared to her neighbours?

A. She had a professional interest in street photography.

B. She had spent years closely observing the streets around her home.

C. She was responsible for maintaining them.

D. She had been asked by the council to record them.

13. What happened after Anna started taking photographs of the lamps?

A. Local people began to share their own memories connected to them.

B. The council asked her to stop because the work was delayed.

C. A newspaper offered to pay her for the images.

D. Her neighbours complained that she was taking pictures of their houses.

14. The book Anna produced was

A. a commercial success that made her a significant profit.

B. created with the help of the council's funding.

C. intended as a way to remember what had been lost.

D. criticised in the local newspaper for being too sentimental.

15. Which of the following best summarises what the text is about?

A. A photographer who accidentally started a successful publishing business.

B. The importance of replacing old technology with modern alternatives.

C. A council's failure to listen to the concerns of local residents.

D. How paying attention to everyday things can reveal their hidden value.
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Part 4
Questions 16-20
Five sentences have been removed from the text below. For each question, choose the correct 
answer (A-H). There are three extra sentences which you do not need to use.

A Difficult Customer

My first job was in a small bookshop at the end of my street. I was sixteen, and I had never worked 
anywhere before. The owner, Mr Brennan, was a patient man who seemed to understand that I was 
nervous. For the first few weeks, he only asked me to do simple tasks: tidying shelves, pricing books,
and making tea. 16 ___. I was grateful for that, because the thought of dealing with customers still 
terrified me.

One Saturday afternoon, Mr Brennan had to leave the shop to visit a supplier. He asked me to 
manage things on my own for an hour. 'You'll be fine,' he said as he put on his coat. I was not so 
sure. For a while, everything went smoothly. A few customers came and went, and I managed the till 
without any problems. 17 ___.

The man who walked in was wearing an expensive-looking coat and carrying a leather briefcase. He 
went straight to the counter and placed a book down with a loud thud. 'This book is damaged,' he 
said. 'I bought it here last week, and I want my money back.' I examined the book carefully. The cover
was torn, and several pages had been folded back. 18 ___. I started to explain our returns policy, 
which Mr Brennan had made me memorise word for word.

The man's face turned red. He raised his voice and demanded to speak to the manager. I told him he
was not available, and he became angrier still. Other customers in the shop turned to look. My heart 
was racing, but I kept my voice calm. I repeated what I had said before and offered to order him a 
new copy at no extra cost. 19 ___. He seemed surprised, as though he had expected me to argue.

After the man left, I noticed a customer by the window giving me a small nod of approval. Mr Brennan
returned twenty minutes later, and I told him what had happened. He listened quietly and then said 
something I have never forgotten. 'The hardest customers,' he said, 'teach you the most about 
yourself.' 20 ___. I have carried those words with me ever since.

A. He gradually let me spend more time at the counter.

B. It looked almost as though someone had done it on purpose.

C. I was starting to feel proud of myself, and then the door opened.

D. He paused for a moment, and then his expression softened slightly.

E. He was right, and I knew it even then. 

F. I did not know whether to laugh at his comment or just roll my eyes.

G. He did not put me on the till until my third week.

H. I had only been working there for half an hour, but I already wanted to leave.

        https://engexam.info/b1-preliminary-pet-practice-tests/ – PET (B1 Preliminary) Practice Tests

https://engexam.info/b1-preliminary-pet-practice-tests/


PET (B1 Preliminary) Reading Test 5  Page 8

Part 5
Questions 21-26

For each question, choose the correct answer.

A Long Wait

I arrived at the train station at six in the evening, expecting to be home by eight. The platform was 
crowded, and the departure board showed that my train was running fifteen minutes 21 _____. I 
bought a cup of tea and settled down on a bench to wait.

Fifteen minutes became thirty, and then an hour. An announcement told us that a tree had fallen onto 
the line further up the route, and engineers were working to clear it. There was nothing anyone could 
do. Some passengers grew angry and crowded around the information desk, demanding answers. 
Others simply gave up and went to 22 _____ a bus or a taxi.

I decided to wait. I had no urgent reason to be home, and I had a book in my bag that I had been 
meaning to read for months. I opened it and began to read. The noise of the station seemed to 23 
_____ quieter, and I found myself completely absorbed in the story.

After another hour, I noticed an elderly woman sitting alone at the end of my bench. She looked tired 
and anxious, so I asked if she was all right. She told me she was travelling to visit her daughter and 
was worried she would miss a connecting train. I 24 _____ to go and check the times for her. When I 
came back with the information, her face relaxed. We started talking, and she told me about her 
daughter, who had just had a baby.

By the time the train finally arrived at half past nine, the woman and I had talked for over an hour. She
thanked me for keeping her company and said the delay had not felt so bad 25 _____ she had 
someone to talk to. I felt the same way.

On the way home, I thought about the evening. I had expected to feel annoyed about the delay, but I 
did not. A stranger, a book, and a bit of patience had turned a frustrating situation into something 
rather lovely. Sometimes the best moments happen when your plans go 26 _____.

21 A. behind B. late C. back D. slow

22 A. search B. discover C. look D. find

23 A. turn B. become C. grow D. fall

24 A. suggested B. requested C. offered D. demanded

25 A. although B. because C. unless D. why

26 A. missing B. wrong C. lost D. off
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Part 6
Questions 27-32

For each question, write the correct answer. Write one word for each gap.

Sharing an Experience

My friend Ethan won two tickets to a music festival. He asked me to go with him, and I agreed 
immediately. The lineup included several bands we had always wanted to see, so it felt like an 
opportunity 27 ______ good to miss.

The festival was held in a large park on the edge of the city. We arrived early, found a good spot near 
the stage, and waited for the first band to start. The weather was warm, and the atmosphere was 
friendly. Ethan and I have known 28 ______ other since primary school, so we are comfortable just 
standing together without feeling the need to talk constantly.

We did not expect to meet 29 ______ many people. By the end of the afternoon, we had talked to a 
group of students from Scotland, a couple who had travelled from Wales, and a woman who said she 
had been coming to this festival every year since it began. Everyone seemed happy to share stories 
and recommend bands to check out.

The highlight of the day came just before sunset. One of the acts brought 30 ______ the stage a 
guest performer who had not been announced. The crowd went silent for a moment, and then 
everyone began cheering. It was one of those rare moments 31 ______ something unexpected 
makes an experience truly unforgettable.

We left the park tired but full of energy at the same time. Ethan said it was the best decision he had 
made all year. I agreed. Sometimes the things you do without much planning turn out to be the 
32 ______ you remember the longest.
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Answer Keys

Part 1
1 A. Oscar says he is making pasta and lists what he needs by saying 'Can you grab some cheese? 
I've got everything else.' This tells us cheese is the only missing ingredient. Option B misses the point
because Oscar does not ask for advice on cheese type. Option C is incorrect because Oscar is 
happy to cook alone; he just needs an ingredient brought home. 

2 B. Alice says she has 'booked a table,' which means she has already made a reservation. Option A 
misses the deadline of 6 p.m. that Alice gives; she needs to know by then, not by the meal time itself. 
Option C is incorrect because Alice has already chosen the restaurant and does not ask for other 
suggestions.

3 A. The sign states that breakfast is available until 10:30 a.m. at weekends, which is an hour later 
than on weekdays. This means guests can eat later on Saturdays and Sundays. Option B contradicts
the first line. Option C is the opposite of the final instruction not to remove food. 

4 B. The email says to contact them at least 24 hours before to rearrange, and that a charge 'may 
apply for late cancellations.' This implies that cancelling with more than 24 hours' notice is free. 
Option A is not necessarily true; a charge 'may' apply, but it is not certain. Option C is incorrect 
because the email is a reminder, not a request for confirmation.

5 C. The label says to keep the biscuits in an airtight container after opening, which is a sealed 
container. Option A is incorrect because the fridge is not mentioned. Option B is incorrect because 
'best before' is about quality, not safety, and does not mean they cannot be eaten after September.

Part 2
6 G. Michael needs a family film for a Saturday afternoon that is fast-moving and entertaining for 
children aged 9 and 12, with a positive message. Chase the Horizon is an animated adventure with a 
quick pace, humour for both adults and children, and a message about believing in yourself. It 
screens at 2 p.m. and 4:30 p.m. on Saturdays. Option D is also for families and has a positive tone, 
but it is aimed at very young children and screens only on Saturday mornings, not afternoons. Its 
simple story would not hold the attention of a twelve-year-old.

7 H. Leila wants an old film, particularly from the 1960s or 1970s, and she enjoys foreign cinema with
subtitles. Midnight in Paris is a restored classic from 1964, it is French with English subtitles, and it 
screens on weekday evenings. The student ticket price of £5.50 suits her budget. Option A is also a 
foreign language film with a student discount, but it is a modern drama set in the 1950s, not a film 
made in the period Leila loves. 

8 E. Dev wants a funny film on Friday night with clever dialogue, not silly jokes. Talk of the Town is a 
witty comedy about rival journalists with fast, sharp dialogue. The cinema is wheelchair accessible, 
which is essential because one of Dev's friends uses a wheelchair. It also shares a building with a 
pizza restaurant, so they can eat afterwards without travelling far. Option H is also a comedy and 
screens on weekdays, but it is a French film from the 1960s with visual jokes rather than clever 
dialogue. The film only screens Monday to Thursday, so it is not available on Friday night.

9 C. Ana needs a film connected to World War II or the Cold War for a GCSE history class. The Long 
Walk Home is about the Berlin airlift of 1948, which is a Cold War topic. It is rated 12A, so it is 
suitable for fifteen-year-olds, and it offers special school screenings at 10:30 a.m. on weekdays. 
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Option A is set in the 1950s but is not connected to the history curriculum in the same way. No other 
film offers a school-hours screening or a direct curriculum link.

10 A. Hassan wants a film on Sunday evening that makes him think and features realistic characters.
The Last Letter is a powerful drama about memory and forgiveness with subtle, thoughtful 
storytelling. It screens at 8 p.m. on Sundays. Option F is also a thoughtful, slow-paced drama that 
deals with deep themes, and it screens at 7 p.m. However, its story about an elderly couple is not as 
likely to stay with a viewer in the way Hassan describes; he wants something that makes him think 
deeply, and the family secret at the heart of The Last Letter fits that description more closely.

Part 3
11 C. The text says the letter 'sat unread on kitchen tables across the neighbourhood,' which means 
most people ignored it. Answer A — most people ignored it, not misunderstood it. Answer B is wrong 
as no deadline of any kind is mentioned. Answer D is incorrect — there was no vote, the council 
simply announced their intention to replace the lights.

12 B. Anna had spent three years paying close attention to her neighbourhood. This close 
observation is what made the lamps matter more to her. Answer A — even though she is a 
photographer, but her interest was personal, not professional. Answer C is not mentioned. Finally, the
council did not approach her with any offers. 

13 A. After Anna began photographing the lamps, neighbours approached her with stories, including 
one whose grandfather had helped install the lights and another who had got engaged under one of 
them. Option B is incorrect because the council did not ask her to stop. Option C is incorrect because
the newspaper only became involved later, and there is no mention of payment. Option D is incorrect 
because neighbours were happy to share, not unhappy. 

14 C. There was no plan to make money, Anna 'simply wanted people to have a record of something 
that was about to vanish.' This matches the idea of remembering what was lost. Answer A is incorrect
— even though it is said that the book sold out quickly, there is no information about how much 
money (if any) it made. The council didn't fund the book; a local printer helped. Answer D — the 
newspaper ran a positive story about the book, not a critical one. 

15 D. The whole story shows how Anna's quiet attention to the streetlamps uncovered their deeper 
meaning to the community, and the final line reinforces this idea. Answer A is too narrow and focuses 
on the business side, which was not Anna's goal. Answer B misses the point, as the story values old 
things rather than arguing for replacement. Answer C is incorrect because the council eventually 
agreed to keep two lamps, which suggests they did listen in the end. 

Part 4
16 G. The text explains that the writer was only given simple tasks at first. Sentence G fits because it 
adds the specific detail that the till was not introduced until the third week. The following sentence 
confirms the writer was grateful for this gradual approach.

17 C. The paragraph describes a quiet, problem-free period while the writer is alone. Sentence C 
captures the shift perfectly: the writer was starting to feel confident, and then the difficult customer 
arrived. The words 'and then the door opened' lead directly into the next sentence introducing the 
man in expensive clothing.

18 B. The writer examines the book and notes the torn cover and folded pages. Sentence B 
continues this observation by suggesting the damage looked deliberate. The following sentence 
explains the writer's response, which is to explain the returns policy.
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19 D. The author makes an offer to order a new copy, and the next sentence describes the man as 
surprised. Sentence D bridges this change in his reaction: he paused and his expression softened, 
which explains the shift from anger to surprise.

20 E. 'He was right, and I knew it even then' connects naturally to the sentence before, where Mr 
Brennan shares his wisdom about difficult customers. The phrase 'those words' in the final sentence 
refers back to both Mr Brennan's advice and the writer's immediate recognition that it was true. 
Option E was the previous distractor but has been removed from the set, as its reference to the offer 
did not fit the reflective tone of the ending. 

Part 5
21 B. 'Running late' is a fixed expression used for trains, buses and other forms of transport when 
they are delayed. 'Running behind' is much less frequently used in this meaning, mostly in informal 
speech. 'Running back' means returning to a place. 'Running slow' is not a collocation you would use 
for transportation that is too slow for its scheduled arrival.

22 D. The verb 'find' means to locate or obtain something you need, and it fits naturally in the phrase 
'went to find a bus or a taxi.' 'Search' and 'look' both typically requires a preposition such as 
'search/look for something' . 'Discover' suggests finding something by chance or uncovering 
something unknown, which does not fit the practical context of looking for transport.

23 C. 'Grow' here is used in the meaning of change. The phrase 'grow quieter' means the noise 
slowly reduced, which fits the scene of the writer becoming absorbed in a book. 'To turn/fall quieter' 
are not correct collocations. 'To become quieter' is grammatically possible but less natural than 'grow 
quieter' in descriptive writing.

24 C. 'Offered' is the only option here that shows a polite way to suggest something. The writer 
volunteered to check the train times for the elderly woman. The verb 'suggest' itself doesn't work 
here, as the structure would have to be 'suggested going to check.' To request means to ask for 
something, not to volunteer. 'Demanded' is too forceful for this helpful, kind situation.

25 B. We use 'because' to introduce a reason. The delay had not felt so bad because she had 
someone to talk to. This explains why she felt better. 'Although' introduces contrast that we do not 
need here. 'Unless' means 'if not', which, again, does not fit. 'While' can mean during the time that, 
but it does not express reason in the way the sentence requires.

26 B. The phrase 'go wrong' means to develop problems or not work out as planned. A very common 
expression that fits the idea that good moments can happen when plans fail. Option A is incorrect 
because 'go missing' means to disappear, which is too narrow for this context. 'Go lost' is not a 
natural collocation. Finally, 'go off' can mean to explode, to leave, or to start disliking something, so it 
does not fit here.

Part 6
27 too. The structure 'too + adjective + to + verb' means that something is more than enough to 
prevent an action. In this sentence, the opportunity was so good that missing it was not an option. 
The word 'so' would be incorrect here because 'so good to miss' is an invalid expression. 'Very' is 
incorrect for the same reason; it does not work with 'to miss' in this pattern.

28 each/one.  Ethan and the writer have known each other since primary school. Please note that 
'each other' is much more common than 'one another'.

29 so. Here we use 'so many + plural noun' to highlight just how many new people they got to meet. 
The word 'such' wouldn't work here as 'such' is used with nouns without 'many,' as in 'such nice 
people.'
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30 to/onto. We normally use 'to' to mention destination. 'Onto' is also common, although more 
challenging grammatically – it is often used to talk about flat surfaces (like the stage in this example).

31 when. This word introduces a relative clause describing 'those rare moments.' It tells us that 
during these moments, something unexpected makes an experience unforgettable.

32 ones. This pronoun replaces 'things' to help avoid repetition. 'The ones you remember the longest'
means the things that stay in your memory the longest. The word 'things' would be a repetition error, 
and 'ones' is the correct substitute.
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Vocabulary
The vocabulary below is meant to help you with the more difficult words. If the word isn’t on the list 
then you are either supposed to know it at this level or it is too specific to be worth learning for the 
exam. Symbols in brackets mean part of speech(see bottom of the list). Sentences in italics give 
examples of usage for some more complex words and phrases.

And remember – you are not given a vocabulary list (or a dictionary) at your real exam.

Part 1
Ingredients (n) — the different foods you need to cook a particular dish. Before you start baking, 
check that you have all the ingredients, like flour, sugar, and eggs.

Fancy (v) — (informal) to want or desire something. Do you fancy going to the cinema tonight?

Book a table (phrase) — reserve a table at a restaurant in advance. I have booked a table for four 
at 7 p.m. for my birthday dinner.

Cancel (v) — to say that something that was planned will not happen. The train was cancelled due to
bad weather, so we had to wait for the next one.

Appointment (n) — an arrangement to see someone at a particular time, such as a doctor or dentist.
I have a dentist appointment at 10 a.m. on Friday.

Suitable (adj) — right or appropriate for a particular purpose or person. This film is not suitable for 
young children because it contains scary scenes.

Rearrange (v) — to change the time or date of an event. I need to rearrange my meeting because 
something urgent has come up.

Charge (n) — an amount of money that you have to pay for a service. There is a small charge for 
using the swimming pool if you are not a member.

Late cancellation (n) — stopping an appointment or event too close to the time it was supposed to 
happen, often resulting in a fee. The hotel charges a fee for late cancellation if you cancel less than 
24 hours before your booking.

Airtight container (n) — a box or jar that does not let air in or out, keeping food fresh. Store the 
cookies in an airtight container so they do not go soft.

Best before (phrase) — a date printed on food packaging to show when it is at its best quality. The 
yoghurt is still safe to eat after the best before date, but it might not taste as good.

Part 2

Fast-moving (adj) — (of a film or story) full of action and events that happen quickly. The children 
enjoyed the fast-moving adventure film because they never felt bored.

Positive message (n) — a good or encouraging idea that a story or film teaches. The film has a 
positive message about friendship and helping others.

Subtitles (n) — the words shown at the bottom of a screen that translate what people are saying in a
foreign language. I watch Korean dramas with English subtitles so I can understand the dialogue.

Limited budget (n) — only a small amount of money available to spend. We have a limited budget 
for the school trip, so we need to find cheap activities.
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Wheelchair (n) — a chair with wheels used by people who cannot walk easily. The library has a 
ramp so that people in wheelchairs can enter without help.

GCSE (n) — a qualification taken by students in England, Wales, and Northern Ireland at around age
16. She studied hard for her GCSE exams and passed all of them.

Connect to (phr v) — to be related to or associated with something. The teacher asked us to find 
news articles that connect to topics we learned in class.

Cold War (n) — a period of political tension between the United States and the Soviet Union after 
World War II. The Cold War lasted from the late 1940s until the early 1990s.

Screening (n) — a showing of a film or television programme. The cinema has a special screening 
of the old black-and-white movie at 2 p.m.

During school hours (phrase) — while school is open and classes are happening. The dental 
appointment was during school hours, so I had to miss one lesson.

Stay with somebody (phr v) — (here) to continue to be remembered or felt for a long time. The 
ending of that film really stayed with me, and I thought about it for days afterwards.

Think deeply (phrase) — to think carefully and seriously about something. The philosophy class 
asked us to think deeply about questions like 'What is happiness?'

Slow storytelling (n) — a way of telling a story that develops slowly and quietly, without much 
action. Some people find slow storytelling boring, but others enjoy the peaceful atmosphere.

Characters (n) — the people or animals in a story, film, or play. The main character in the novel is a 
young girl who moves to a new city.

Part 3

Cast-iron (adj) — made of a hard type of metal. The old cast-iron bridge has stood there for over 
two hundred years.

Announce (v) — say something publicly or officially. The school announced that Friday would be a 
holiday because of the storm.

Residents (n) — people who live in a particular place. The residents of the street complained about 
the noisy construction work.

Pressing (adj) — urgent and needing attention immediately. I have a pressing deadline at work, so I 
cannot take a break right now.

Document (v) — record information about something, often with photographs or video. The 
filmmaker spent a year documenting the lives of the firefighters.

Cracked (adj) — broken or having lines on the surface but not completely destroyed. The old vase is
cracked, but it still holds water.

Paving stone (n) — a flat piece of stone or concrete used to cover a path or road. The children 
jumped from one paving stone to another to avoid touching the cracks.
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Faded (adj) — less bright or clear than before because of age or sunlight. The photograph was 
faded, but we could still see my grandmother's face.

Character (n) — (here) the quality that makes a place interesting or special. The old town has a lot 
of character with its narrow streets and historic buildings.

Efficient (adj) — working well without wasting time, money, or energy. The new washing machine is 
more efficient than the old one and uses less water.

Sensible (adj) — based on good judgement and practical thinking. It is sensible to carry an umbrella 
when the sky looks cloudy.

Reasonably (adv) — in a fair and logical way. You cannot reasonably expect to learn a language in 
one week.

Sense of loss (n) — a feeling of sadness when something is gone or will soon be gone. She felt a 
deep sense of loss when her favourite coffee shop closed down.

Dusk (n) — the time of day when the sun has just gone down and it is becoming dark. The park 
closes at dusk, so visitors must leave before it gets fully dark.

Word spread (phrase) — news or information began to be told to more and more people. Word 
spread quickly that the famous singer was in town, and a crowd gathered.

Install (v) — to put equipment or a system in place so it is ready to be used. The plumber will install 
the new dishwasher tomorrow morning.

Engaged (adj) — having formally agreed to marry someone. My brother got engaged last month, 
and the wedding is next summer.

Postbox (n) — a metal box in a public place where you put letters to be sent by post. I dropped the 
birthday card in the postbox on the corner of the street.

Vanish (v) — to disappear suddenly or completely. The rabbit vanished into the hat, and the 
audience clapped.

Printing (n) — the production of books, newspapers, or other documents. The printing of the local 
newspaper happens overnight so it is ready in the morning.

Sold out (phr v) — (of tickets or products) all bought so none are left. The concert sold out within ten
minutes, so we could not get tickets.

Set out (phr v) — begin a journey or set yourself a goal. She set out to climb the mountain, not 
knowing how difficult it would be.

Pay attention (phrase) — to watch or listen to something carefully. If you had paid attention in class,
you would know the answer to that question.

Part 4

Tidying (v) — making a place look neat by putting things in their correct positions. She spent the 
morning tidying her room before her guests arrived.
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Pricing (v) — putting a price on something, especially goods in a shop. The shop assistant was 
pricing the new winter coats when I walked in.

Terrified (adj) — extremely frightened. The little boy was terrified of the dark and slept with a night 
light.

Till (n) — the cash drawer or machine where money is kept in a shop. The cashier opened the till to 
give the customer his change.

Go smoothly (phrase) — to happen without problems or difficulties. The job interview went 
smoothly, and I felt confident afterwards.

Briefcase (n) — a flat, rectangular case used for carrying documents or papers. The lawyer arrived 
at court carrying a leather briefcase.

Thud (n) — the sound of something heavy hitting a surface. The book hit the floor with a loud thud, 
and everyone turned to look.

Torn (adj) — ripped or separated into pieces. Her favourite jeans were torn at the knee, so she threw
them away.

Folded back (phrase) — bent or creased in the opposite direction. The pages of the old book were 
folded back, and the spine was broken.

Returns policy (n) — the rules that a shop has about giving money back for returned items. The 
store's returns policy says you can get a refund within thirty days if you keep the receipt.

Memorised (v) — learned something so well that you can remember it perfectly. The actor 
memorised all his lines before the first rehearsal.

Raised his voice (phrase) — spoke more loudly, often because of anger. The teacher asked the 
student not to raise his voice during the discussion.

Racing (adj) — (of a heart) beating very quickly because of fear or excitement. Her heart was racing 
as she waited for the exam results.

Nod (n) — a small movement of the head up and down to say yes or to show agreement. He gave a 
nod of approval when he tasted the soup.

Carried those words with me (phrase) — remembered someone's advice for a long time. My 
grandfather told me to always be honest, and I have carried those words with me ever since.

Part 5

Departure board (n) — a large screen or sign at a station or airport showing the times and 
destinations of departing services. The departure board showed that our flight was delayed by two 
hours.

Settled down (phr v) — sat comfortably and prepared to stay somewhere. She settled down on the 
sofa with a blanket and a good book.
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Urgent (adj) — needing immediate attention or action. She received an urgent message from her 
boss and called back straight away.

Absorbed (adj) — very interested in something so you do not notice anything else. The children 
were so absorbed in the video game that they did not hear their mother call them for dinner.

Connecting train (n) — a train that you take after getting off another one to continue your journey. 
We missed our connecting train by five minutes and had to wait an hour for the next one.

Keeping her company (phrase) — staying with someone so they are not alone. I stayed home with 
my little sister, keeping her company while our parents went out.

Delay (n) — a period when something is late or slower than planned. That delay at the airport meant 
we missed the start of the concert.

Frustrating (adj) — making you feel annoyed and upset because you cannot do what you want. It is 
frustrating when the internet stops working in the middle of a video call.

Part 6

Lineup (n) — the list of performers, bands, or activities at an event. The festival lineup includes three
famous bands and several local singers.

Opportunity (n) — a chance to do something that you want to do. This job is a great opportunity to 
learn new skills and meet interesting people.

Highlight (n) — the best or most enjoyable part of an event or period of time. The highlight of our trip
to London was seeing the musical at the theatre.

Guest performer (n) — an artist who is invited to perform at an event in addition to the main 
performers. The concert had a surprise guest performer who sang two songs with the band.

Unforgettable (adj) — so good or so bad that you will never forget it. The view from the mountain 
top was unforgettable, and I took many photos.

Turn out to be (phr v) — to finally be something, often unexpectedly. The rainy day turned out to be 
the best day of our holiday because we explored a museum we would have missed.
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